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sophie.intveld@europarl.europa.eu 
 

Geneva, 26 January 2022 
 
 
Re:  Draft Report with proposals to the Commission on citizenship and residence by  investment 
schemes (2021/2026(INL) 
 
 

Dear Sophia In't veld, MEP, 
 
The Investment Migration Council (IMC) is the worldwide association for investment migration 
(sometimes referred to as citizenship-by-investment / golden visas). It has been formed by leading 
experts to bring together the foremost stakeholders within the area of legal migration and to give the 
industry a voice. The IMC sets the standard on a global level and interacts with other professional 
associations, governments, and international organisations in relation to investment migration. 
Furthermore, the organisation helps to improve public understanding of the issues faced by clients and 
governments and promotes education and high professional standards among its members through its 
Code of Ethics & Professional Conduct, and various training and education courses. 
 
As the association representing the interests of its members in the investment migration, we follow 
closely and with great interest the activities of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home 
Affairs on the subject. Hence, we took note of the Committee’s Draft Report with proposals to the 
Commission on citizenship and residence by investment schemes (2021/2026(INL), dated 9 November 
2021 (“Draft Report”). 
 
We would like to raise your attention to the fourth bullet point, sub-section (f), of Proposal 2 in the 
Annex of said Draft Report, which reads: “Consequently, a ban on public affairs lobbying or consulting 
is required for affiliated industry representation organisations.” 
 
This is a startling and seriously frightening proposition for the democratic functioning of the 
parliament. Sub-section (f) practically intends to legally forbid the activities of the IMC (and other 
associations on the Transparency Register), representing the legitimate interests of its members before 
Union and Member State institutions. 
 
We would like to remind the Committee that interest representation is part of the decision-making and 
legislative process in the European Union. When the Treaty of Lisbon came into force in December 
2009, it provided a legal framework for interest representation in the form of Article 11 of the Treaty 
on European Union (TEU). 
 
According to Art 11 TEU, the institutions shall, by appropriate means, give citizens and representative 
associations the opportunity to make known and publicly exchange their views in all areas of Union 
action (para 1) and maintain an open, transparent and regular dialogue with representative 
associations and civil society (para 2). 
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Art 11 TEU is the third building block of the section on democratic principles. Its intention is to help 
achieve the goals formulated in the preamble, making decisions as close as possible to citizens, and 
strengthening democracy and efficiency by introducing individual elements of direct citizen 
participation into primary Union law. 
 
Art 11 TEU also implements the principle of participatory democracy as set out in Art 10 TEU. 
According to Art 10 TEU, every citizen shall have the right to participate in the democratic life of the 
Union (para 3 clause 1). This democratic right of participation refers to participation in the political 
opinion-forming and decision-making process. Due to the unambiguous wording ("right"), this provision 
stipulates a subjective right of participation, which is binding on Union institutions. 
 
Accordingly, Art 11 TEU provides that the Union bodies must give representative associations the 
opportunity to make their views publicly known and to exchange them in all areas of Union action, and 
maintain an open, transparent, and regular dialogue with the representative associations. 
 
Based on the legal reasoning as set out above, it is obvious that the proposition of the Draft Report to 
ban our right to interest representation is in clear violation of Art 10 and 11 of the Treaty of the 
European Union and the Treaty’s principle of participative democracy. 
 
We therefore ask the Committee to reconsider the wording of the fourth bullet point, sub-section (f), 
of Proposal 2 in the Annex of the Draft Report and respect our right to interest representation. 
We would appreciate if we could discuss this and related matters in person, and cordially ask for an 
appointment at your earliest convenience. 
 
Your sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Bruno L’ecuyer 
Chief Executive & Member of the Governing Board 
Investment Migration Council 


